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In 2016, suicide in Georgia was the... 
        2nd leading cause of death for ages 10-14 & 25-34, 
        3rd leading cause of death for ages 15-24, 
        4th leading cause of death for ages 35-44 & 45-54, 
       and the 10th leading cause of death for ages 55-64.
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Georgia Violent Death Reporting System

Suicide Death Means & Methods,
Georgia, 2015

The most commonly used means resulting in
suicide death were firearms, both for males and

females, though firearms were a larger
percentage of male deaths than female

deaths. Poisoning accounted for a larger
percentage of female than male suicide deaths.
Hanging/suffocation was the same across sex.

Suicide rates (deaths per 100,000) have been increasing in the
U.S., in the South, and in Georgia. Georgia's suicide rates have
typically been under the national average over the last 10 years,

while the South's rates are over the national average.

In 2016, suicide deaths and rates were highest for ages 50-54,
followed by ages 20-24. In the 80-84 age group, the suicide rate

peaks, but the number of deaths is not as high in older age.
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The demographic
trends for suicide
deaths differ from
the demographic
trends for suicide

attempts, with
higher suicide

mortality for males
and higher suicide

morbidity for
females.
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deaths were
white males
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Georgia's suicide hospital discharge measures are
used as a proxy for severe suicide attempts that do not

result in death. Females make up the majority of
suicide hospital discharges in Georgia.
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Georgia Student Health Survey 2.0

Suicide Ideation & Attempts, 6th-12th Grade Georgia Public School Students 

Georgia DPH OASIS

Students grades 6-12 are approximately ages 10-18. When asked about the past 12 months during
the following academic years, about 9% report seriously considering attempting, about 4% report
attempting at least once, and <1% report attempting more than 5 times. However, about 17% of

students who have attempted in the past 12 months have done so more than 5 times.

Georgia's suicide emergency room (ER) visit measures are used as a proxy for severe suicidal ideation to suicidal
behaviors, including suicide attempts. Younger age groups tend to have greater ER visit counts and rates, while older age

groups tend to have greater hospital discharge rates.
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Counties by Age-Adjusted Suicide Rates per 100,000 people, Georgia, 2016 

Georgia's counties are listed from left to right, top to bottom, from the highest to lowest age-adjusted
suicide death rates in 2016. Counties with 1-4 suicides show an asterisk (*), as rates based on 1-4

deaths are not shown; however, these rates are greater than 0, and fall anywhere between the highest
and lowest death rates, depending on the population size of the county.

Georgia's average age-adjusted
suicide death rate for 2016 was 13.3

per 100,000 people.
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Regional Summary of Suicide &
Suicidal Behaviors, Georgia, 2016 

Rural & Non-Rural Suicides & Age-Adjusted Rates, Georgia, 2016

Cont'd Counties by Age-Adjusted
Suicide Rates, Georgia, 2016 

Regions 2, 5, & 1: highest suicide death rates 
Regions 2, 5, & 6: highest suicide hospital
discharge rates 
Regions 1, 3, & 2: greatest number of both
suicide deaths & hospital discharges 
Regions 5, 1, & 6: highest suicide ER visit rates 
Regions 1, 3, & 6: greatest number of suicide ER
visits

Rural counties have higher suicide rates per
100,000 people, but lower numbers of suicides
than non-rural counties. In 2016, 79% of
suicides were in non-rural counties of Georgia.
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